
NOTICE TO THE BAR 

TERMINATION OF CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS - INTERIM PROTOCOL 

On January 19, 2016, Governor Christie signed S-1046/A-2721 into law. This act, 
codified at N.J.S.A. 2A:17-56.67 et seq., establishes the age or other conditions under 
which a child support and/or medical support obligation will end. The effective date of the 
law is February 1, 2017 and applies to all child support orders. 

The statute authorizes the Supreme Court to adopt Rules of Court appropriate or 
necessary to effectuate the purposes of the act. The attached Interim Protocol for 
Termination of Child Support Obligations is being issued as a provisional measure to 
implement the new law until such time the Supreme Court issues court rules that clarify 
the rights and responsibilities of parties seeking termination or continuation of court 
ordered child support. 

Questions regarding this notice may be directed to Elizabeth Domingo, Assistant 
Director, Probation Services Division, by email at Liz.Domingo@njcourts.gov or by 
telephone at (609) 815-3810 ext. 16311. 

Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D. 
Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 

Dated: February 7, 2017 



INTERIM PROTOCOL FOR TERMINATION OF CHILD 
SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS (1/31/17) 

The following interim protocol establishes the procedures for the termination or 
continuation of child support obligations, effective February 1, 2017 and until such time 
that the Supreme Court issues court rules. 

(a) Duration of Support . In accordance with N.J.S.A. 2A:17-56.67 et seq., unless 
otherwise provided in a court order or judgment, the obligation to pay current child 
support, including health care coverage, shall terminate by operation of law when the 
child being supported: 

(1} Dies; 

(2} Marries; 

(3) Enters the military service; or 

(4) Reaches 19 years of age, except as otherwise provided under law. 

In no case shall a child support obligation extend beyond the date the child reaches the 
age of 23. 

(b) Termination of Obligation in Cases Administered by the Probation Division. 

(1} Notice of Proposed Termination. Where no other emancipation date or termination 
has been ordered by the court, the Probation Division shall send the obliger and 
obligee notice of proposed termination of child support prior to the child reaching 
19 years of age in accordance with N.J.S.A. 2A:17-56.67 et seq. Notices shall 
contain the proposed termination date and if applicable, information for the obligee 
to submit a written request for continuation of support beyond the date the child 
reaches 19 years of age. 

(2) Written Request for Continuation. In response to the notice prescribed in section 
(1}, the obligee may submit to the court, a written request for continuation, on a 
form and within timeframes promulgated by the Administrative Office of the Courts, 
with supporting documentation and a future termination date, seeking the 
continuation of support beyond the child's 19th birthday if the child being supported: 

(A} Is still enrolled in high school or other secondary educational program; 

(B) Is enrolled full-time in a post-secondary educational program; or 

(C) Has a physical or mental disability as determined by a federal or state 
agency that existed prior to the child reaching the age of 19 and requires 
continued support. 








